HOW STRONG IS  BRITAIN?
in commission. And finally, all battleships and all
the bigger cruisers will have their own planes which
will be launched by catapult apparatus.
What are the sea routes which the British Navy
must defend in the event of war ? With the exception
of iron-ore from Sweden and foodstuffs from Denmark
and Holland, all Great Britain's most important sea-
borne supplies come from the West. Apart from North
Atlantic traffic to Canada and the United States,
which puts direct to sea from Great Britain and is
therefore relatively safe, the majority of merchant
shipping from Great Britain crowds together along the
northern coasts of France and across the Bay of Biscay
up to the north-west corner of Spain. Abreast of Gape
Finisterre merchant shipping on its way to the West
Indies and to Panama strikes out to the open sea. The
rest skirts the coast of Portugal until it reaches the
south-west corner of the Iberian peninsula at Cape
St. Vincent where Mediterranean traffic turns eastward
towards Gibraltar. The very considerable rest, namely
all vessels bound for South and West Africa and South
America, and many bound for Australia and New
Zealand, steam on towards the Canary Islands and
then along the coast of Africa as far as the Cape Verde
Islands. At these Portuguese islands African traffic
turns in eastward, whilst South American traffic goes
straight on over the Atlantic to its destination.
France, Spain and Portugal are the three countries
which could, in the event of war, directly endanger
this main stream of British merchant shipping. Great
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